Chronic pain and opiates: balancing pain control and risks in long-term opioid treatment.
The risks and benefits of opioid analgesics for chronic pain conditions and diseases are discussed in the context of the concern about the public health problems of poorly managed pain and prescription drug abuse and addiction. New strategies for risk management in treating patients with chronic pain are described. Opioids for chronic pain may be used effectively in the context of clinical strategies for risk management and selectively tailored, biopsychosocial pain management. To present the case for balanced use of opioid therapy in the treatment of chronic pain conditions.